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We do not love in order to live: 

we live because we love. 
                                             -- Carlo Rovelli, Helgoland 
 

 
 

In educational fields as varied as the sciences, philosophy, mathematics, 
psychology, and medicine, it is commonly understood that we humans are shaped 
and formed by what we are taught and how we are taught it. Western education 

tends to focus on the classical physics of an Isaac Newton, for example – drop an 
apple from a tree and it falls to the ground. Gravity. We learn from Rene Descartes 
that our minds are separate and distinct from our bodies, an early foray into the 

sphere of disconnection. And from Charles Darwin, we insist on the survival of the 
fittest, that greed and aggression are of the highest social values. 
 

 
 

 
 

                           Tiger Lilly Pollen under Scanning Electron Microscope 

 

 
 

We are shaped and formed from our earliest days by separatist thought, and 
archaic rules of natural law that no longer make sense of the reality of our world, 
how it really works. Yet we insist on swimming in those pools of disinformation, 

and with each dive, our disconnection from all life, our misinformation, is 
strengthened, to the point of absolute, rendering our separation from the non-
human world and even from ourselves, complete and unassailable. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The certainties of classical physics are just 

probabilities. 

The well-defined and solid picture of the world given by 

the old physics is an illusion. 
                                             -- Carlo Rovelli, Helgoland 
 
 

We have much unlearning to do of the classical processes, before we can begin to 
explore the promises and opportunities for connection and inter-dependence 
revealed and offered by our (admittedly incomplete) understanding of the 

quantum world and its radical and fearless foray into inviting all of us into a 
mysterious and mystical world in which cooperation, collaboration, and deep 
connected entanglement with one another, both human and non-human, are of 

the highest value. 
 
The quantum world is proving to be the world that is real, and yet the wayfinding 

continues to be resisted. Acceptance of quantum physics is antithetical to our 
human need for certainty, when the promise of quantum lies in its insistence of 
the opposite – lies in its insistence on a world of uncertainty, possibility, and 

probability. 
 

 
Spider Silk 

 

However mysterious the mind-body problem 

 may be for us, we should always remember 

 that it is a solved problem for nature. 
                                            -- Erik C. Banks,                                                                                    

                                      The Realistic Empiricism of Mach, James and Russell 
 



 

 

This three-session online retreat stands as an invitation to plunge into the rabbit 
hold that Alice knows so well, where things in the macro-world are not as they 

seem, and where the surprises the sub-atomic world holds will challenge the very 
foundation of our understanding of what is real, that to which we have been 
shaped and formed over decades, even centuries of thought. 

 
 

 
SNOWFLAKE under  Scanning  Electron Microscope 

 
What we will offer during our time together is the lifting up of the consciousness of 

interconnectedness, interdependence, collaboration, and cooperation. Because our 
work extends far beyond the human dimension only, our time together will open 
pathways into the more-than-human world, the intelligence of which all life forms 

partake. Together we will begin to weave a new fabric of interspecies engagement 
grounded in what we humans are just beginning to understand as a cosmic 
intelligence, or a cosmic consciousness.  

 

A Society lives in accordance with its views of the 

world. When that view changes, the social order has to 

change or problems arise. 
                                                       -- Lothar Schafer, Closer to the Truth 
  

 
Finally, we will celebrate the only conclusion possible from this exploration – a far 

more comprehensive understanding of what we call “real,” knowing that this 
process provides the impetus to re-shape our ethical behavior in the world, in 
accordance with all we’ve discovered about intelligence and consciousness.  



 

 

Nothing is more important about the quantum principle 

than this, that it destroys the concept of the world as 

“sitting out there,” with the observer safely separated 

from it.                                                                                                                                                
                                                                       ---John Wheeler, Physicist 

 
 
THE FACILITATORS 
 
 
Vicki Metzgar, Ed. D., has long held an interest in the 

fields of Science and Spirit.  Born and raised in a 
fundamentalist church, she joined the Episcopal Church as 
a young parent. For 25 years she worshipped and studied 
the liturgical traditions as a parishioner and leader, 
including Education for Ministry and mission work.    Today, 
Vicki describes herself as a Pan-theist.   
She taught Science from Middle School to Graduate School 
as a teacher and administrator for over 40 years.  For the 
past 20 years, Vicki has facilitated Circles of Trust, and she 
is a Kirkridge Courage Fellow and serves on the Board of 
Trustees at Kirkridge Retreat and Study Center. 
 

  

Caroline Fairless, M. Div., is a sculptor and writer, the 

author of several books, most recently The God Presumption. 
She blogs at her website www.restoringthewaters.com. Her 
books for young readers include Hambone, The Dance of the 
Caterpillars, and A Tree Called Once. Caroline's vision emerges 
from the partnership of ecology and a mystical spirituality. 
Ordained in the Episcopal Church thirty years ago, today 
Caroline describes herself as an animist. She is a facilitator 
prepared by The Center for Courage and Renewal, and has 
facilitated Circles of Trust for 12 years, the last four of them as a 
Kirkridge Courage Fellow. 

 

The facilitators are delighted that T.S. Pennington, retired computer science 

instruction from the Metropolitan Community Colleges of Kansas City and an 
ordained interfaith minister, has agreed to join us in a unique role that will add to 
our Circle of Trust.  

http://www.restoringthewaters.com/


 

 

Kirkridge is committed to providing heartfelt and generous programming 
that is available to all.  And we need your help to continue doing so.   As 

always, all are welcome regardless of the amount you choose to pay for 
this retreat.  
 

 
 

 
Pricing:  The cost of providing this program is $195 per person; we are 
grateful for any gifts above that to help cover the costs for others.  At 

Kirkridge, we want to live into a culture that is focused on gifts freely offered; to 
live beyond a transaction economy. We want you to bring your whole self to our 
program regardless of payment and we ask that you make the decision about the 

dollar amount that feels right to you.  
 
To REGISTER:  https://kirkridge.org/events/living-undivided-quantum-

matters/ 
 
The deadline for registration is September 26, 2021 

 
          **For questions, please contact Sally at couragetoteach@sc.rr.com                                              
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